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Abstract

The ordinary and legal meanings have paramount importance in legislation. This
importance justifies the present study, which aims to scrutinize these two meanings as well as
the methods to which the Algerian legislator resorted to denote them in the provisions on the
ways of ownership acquisition. The study has concluded that the Algerian legislator, like its
Arab counterparts, used ordinary words often in legal meanings rather than in their current

ordinary meaning and that these words change substantially from ordinary to legal meaning
through some processes, instead of coining words through neologism.

Key words: Algerian Civil Code — Legal meaning —lexis — Linguistic meaning -Ways of
ownership acquisition.
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